2          The Process of Creation in Dasa Sahitya

There are also those who shape their views ac-
cording to the preachings of religious teachers-they are
theists. They believe in the existence of God who has
created this world and is ordaining its activities. Their
belief is, "God is the protector. Sins land us in sorrow.
Good deeds bring us happiness and joy. If we surren-
der ourselves to the mercy of the creator and pray to
Him, He pardons our sins and saves us. Ultimately He
takes us into His Eternal Abode and favours us with
perpetual happiness.

The theist and atheist ways run in opposite direc-
tions. It is not right to decide hastily which is right
and which is wrong.

Every human being has the right to investigate
thoroughly the modes followed by religious or other
thinkers and to form one's own Judgement. It is not
conducive to bow down like sheep and accept every
word of the spiritual master as authoritative.  Of
course, there may be certain exceptional cases when
such acceptance will be found necessary. Teachers and
elders who really wish to guide and do good give scope
for independent judgement. Even after imparting such
valuable knowledge as found in the Bhagavad Gita, the

ideal teacher Sri Krsna said to Arjuna, "Yathecchasi
tatha kuru" (You have the right to choose before you
act.) Other teachers will do well to emulate this teacher
of teachers.

II. Ways of Gaining Knowledge:

Not accepting that knowledge can be gained in
different ways, it is not right that the modern-minded
people should consider as true only what they see or
what they find by their experimental methods. It is
too much to think that everything can be understood
by the ability of human intellect itself.